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“WE’RE STUDIOUS. We’re 
shrewd. We’re on a mission,” 
Safe Water for Walton says 
about itself on its website. 

In 2017, a group of community 
leaders stepped up to form what 
has since become a sustainable 
nonprofit that is proving to be 
an increasingly constructive 
presence.

Safe Water for Walton, 
which started with a galvanizing 

concern regarding a pending state 
permit for exploratory drilling 
in the regional watershed, has 
become a successful membership 
organization that helps promote 
protection of the region’s sources 
of drinking water. 

The chief concern of the 
nonprofit advocacy organization is 
the health of the Choctawhatchee 
River and Bay watershed, which 
encompasses all or part of six 
counties in Florida: Walton 
and also Bay, Jackson, Holmes, 
Okaloosa and Washington. The 
organization includes volunteer 
community leaders, members or 
supporting partners from all of 
those counties. 

Among its activities, the 
nonprofit brought Operation 
Medicine Cabinet, a national 
movement, to Walton County.

The free weekend event 
gives people a chance to safely 
discard unused or expired 
medications by taking them 
to collection points, thanks 
to support from The St. 
Joe Company, Gulf Power 
Company, Walton County 
School District, Walton 
County Sheriff ’s Office, grant 
funding from the state and 
others.

Hazardous waste handlers 
ensure that the medications 
— many of which wastewater 
treatment plants are not 
equipped to remove — do not 
enter the water supply chain or 
the aquatic environment.  

The group’s 2019 event — 
its second — set a statewide 
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St. Joe Company supports 
nonprofit’s ‘Operation Medicine 
Cabinet’ to protect local water 
supply amid Panhandle growth.
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Safe Water for Walton board 
members for 2019 are, beginning at 
left: charter boat captain Hunter 
Ray, Freeport; community volunteer 
Beth Jackson, Freeport; attorney 
Steve Hall, DeFuniak Springs; and 
business investor Kelly Layman, Santa 
Rosa Beach. Major founding donors 
included Nokuse Education, Inc. 
(represented by Matt Aresco of Bruce 
at far right) and Randy Wise Homes, 
headquartered in Okaloosa County.

SAFE
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“Operation Medicine Cabinet” 
record: three collection tents over 
two days in one weekend. They have 
plans to expand.

In the wake of Hurricane Michael, 
YOLO Board — with headquarters 
in Miramar Beach — reached out 
to Safe Water for Walton with an 
interest in combining forces to help 
storm victims. Working strategically, 
they delivered food and supplies to 
the front lines in the devastation zone.

Fulfilled requests within days went 
to United Cajun Navy, EOD Warrior 
Foundation, the Jackson County 
Red Cross Shelter and others. They 
also served hot seafood buffets to 
local first responders in Holmes 
and Jackson counties, including the 
National Guard and law enforcement 
officers from around the state. 

New Orleans Saints quarterback 
Drew Brees, an owner of the Surge 
Trampoline Park in Fort Walton 
Beach, endorsed their efforts by 
donating $10,000 and autographed 
sports memorabilia to Safe Water 
for Walton. 

His funds have been dedicated 
to restoring electricity and hot, 
safe running water to family farms 
and homes of foster parents, 
retirees, military service members 
and many others. Community 
donations to support that effort are 
still needed. For more information, 
see SafeWaterForWalton.org/
hurricane-relief. 

When new members join, half 
of their dues are earmarked for 
hurricane relief. 

Meantime, the No. 1 priority 
remains protection of the watershed.

“The Choctawhatchee watershed 
is the third-largest river system in 
Florida in terms of the volume of 
water discharged,” points out Walton 
County resident Kelly Layman, one 
of Safe Water for Walton’s founding 
members. “That’s astounding.” 

“Every water body in Northwest 
Florida connected to the Floridan 
Aquifer is spring-fed at varying 
levels, and they’re all vulnerable 
— even the rare coastal dune lakes. 
The counties in this watershed are 

very close to the largest cluster of 
documented freshwater underground 
springs (80-plus in total) anywhere 
between Tallahassee and Pensacola,” 
Layman said. “So what may sound 
like a hyper-local issue really isn’t. It’s 
regional.”

Serving as a busy volunteer point 
person for an advocacy organization 
is not something Layman ordinarily 
does, but she brings to that role 
abundant connections. She was 
the first resident to bring up the 
exploratory drilling issue in public 
to the Walton County Commission, 
asking them to oppose the permits, 
which it did, unanimously. Kelly is no 
ordinary layman. She has an intimate 
knowledge of the workings of state 
government and has relationships 
with key players, gained from her 

experience as chief of staff at the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection; legislative liaison at the 
Florida Supreme Court; and as a staff 
aide to the Senate Judiciary chairman.

The Safe Water for Walton board 
and advisory councils are full of 
similar influencers. 

They run the gamut from a 
former assistant general counsel 
for a state agency to a local fourth-
generation boat captain, a cousin 
of a former House Speaker, several 
successful business owners and 
real estate types and 20-year water 
quality testing monitors who do 
underground work all over Florida. 

To learn more, visit 
SafeWaterForWalton.org and Facebook 
@safewaterforwalton.

Walton County resident Kelly 
Layman is one of Safe Water for 

Walton’s founding members.
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As I write this letter, I am reminded of just how important it is 
that we are continually searching to provide even more value to our 
Members. Whether it’s the expansion of club facilities, improved 
greens on a course or some other amenity, everything we bring to our 
Members has been carefully sourced and is the result of our listening 
to Members and their ideas for how we can make our facilities world-
class. Our goal at The Clubs by JOE is to create offerings that can 
rarely be found in other clubs. We know this is a tall order.

This summer, we opened a large addition to WaterSound Beach 
Club. Recognizing that Members wanted the convenience of grab-
and-go food to go along with our existing casual dining restaurant, 
we engaged DAG Architects to design a new food service facility 
that would blend architecturally with the existing buildings while 
providing convenience to Members. The result is an almost 
seamless design that truly exudes the coastal feel expected of the 
Beach Club. Wide verandahs with casual chairs and tables provide 
for a quiet respite from the Florida sun. Top it off with sufficient 
ceiling fans, and you will find the new addition a great place to 
enjoy a new twist on an old palate. This new building will house 
Costa Chica, an entirely fresh approach to casual dining and grab-
and-go. Inspired by the bright colors and authentic cuisine of 
Mexico, this restaurant is a brand-new dining concept along 30A. 
The food promises to be spectacular.

This casual poolside eatery features a walk-up counter, patio 
seating and an adjacent full bar. The fresh, south-of-the-border-

style fare will include tacos and other Mexican favorites with 
a hint of the American South. And if tacos aren’t enough, the 
connoisseur of sweets will find desserts, such as customizable 
giant ice cream sandwiches and more. Members and guests will 
not be disappointed!

As we move into summer, please allow me to thank you for your 
continued support of our efforts. Without you, The Clubs by JOE 
just wouldn’t be the same.

All the Best,

OUR VALUES
Dear The Clubs by JOE Member, 
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DIRECTOR OF CLUB OPERATIONS  | THE CLUBS BY JOE 

MIKE JANSEN




